
 
Panelist and Workshop Presenter Bios 
 
Forum Facilitator 

o Josh Hilsdon, Sunnyside Neighborhood Energy Advisory Board, 
http:/ /sunnysideneighborhoodenergy.wikispaces.com/  

o SunNEÕs aim is to create a neighborhood thermal energy utility using renewable, carbon-
neutral sources to power Sunnyside Environmental School and provide space heat and 
domestic hot water to serve a 54 square block neighborhood which includes a mix of 
residential and commercial customer/owners. 

 
Speakers 

o Jeri Williams, Office of Neighborhood Involvement, www.port landonline.com/oni 
o  ONI's Mission is to promote a culture of civic engagement by connecting and supporting all 

Portlanders working together and with government to build inclusive, safe and livable 
neighborhoods and communities. 

o  ONIÕs goals include increasing the number and diversity of people who are involved and 
volunteer in their communit ies and neighborhoods and strengthening neighborhood and 
community capacity to build identity, skills, relationships and partnerships.   

o Resource: www.port landonline.com - This can take you many places! 
o Action: The biggest thing that is going on right now is the budget. I f there are things you 

support, you may want to write a letter or turn out before City Council to support your 
favorite program. 

 
o John Sorenson, Northwest Neighborhood Energy, sunnysideneighborhoodenergy.wikispaces.com 

o Northwest Neighborhood Energy (N2E) is an Oregon non-profit developing community-
scaled solutions to address energy independence and climate change.  Our principal aims 
are to directly offset fossil fuel use with renewable energy sources and to establish 
community ownership of energy generation and distribution.  Our main strategy for 
implementation is to develop new district energy systems in neighborhoods, towns and cities 
throughout the region. 

o Resource: Take the Center for Earth LeadershipÕs class called "Agent of Change.Ó 
http:/ /www.earthleaders.org 

o Action: Part icipate in N2EÕs block-wide meeting to consider a proposal for a common thermal 
utility, visit sunnysideneighborhoodenergy.wikispaces.com for more information 

 
o Sara Garrett, motiveSpace, www.motivespace.org 

o Mission: The motivespace coalition is a nonprofit group of progressive neighbors, designers, 
and community developers in Port land, Oregon, dedicated to the research and promotion of 
innovative, bottom-up, non-speculative models for sustainable property development. In 
particular, we are interested in collaborative, cohousing, and cooperative development as 
viable and healthy models within our current economic crisis.  

o Resources:  www.motivespace.org ; http:/ /www.cohousing.org/ ; http:/ /www.nwcdc.coop/    
o Actions:  Grassroots community development means you!  Tell your neighbors and friends 

about motiveSpace, and ask them to BE motiveSpace!  Take a minute to learn more online, 
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and drop us an email at sara@motivespace.org.  We need the support of most City Bureaus 
- in particular, we know that the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability and the Office of 
Neighborhood Involvement would like to support our work, if you do too!  Send them an 
email saying you support motiveSpace today, and would like the City to recognize our 
efforts with stimulus funding.  Email pdxplan@ci.portland.or.us, and oni@ci.portland.or.us - 
let them know you want to become a placeMaker too. 

 
o Amy Pearl, Innovative Cities: A project of Springboard Innovation, www.springboardinnovation.org 

o Amy is the executive director and co-founder of Springboard Innovation. By designing 
learning experiences to teach social entrepreneurship skills and strategies to youth and 
adults in high-need, underserved communit ies worldwide, she hopes to build a more 
equitable, innovative, and capable society.  

o Mission statement of Springboard: to engage more citizens in creating sustainable, 
innovative solutions to local and global challenges. 

o Resource# 1: Read David BornsteinÕs book ÒHow to Change the WorldÓ to understand social 
innovation and the power it has for all types of projects and programs, whether it be in the 
social, environmental or economic domains.  

o Resource# 2: for real learning, go to the source: visit effective social innovators in Portland: 
ReBuilding Center/Our United Villages, Pixie Project/Virginia Woof, or Ethos Music to name a 
few. Learn how sustainable innovation makes a difference in making a difference, and takes 
ÒsustainabilityÓ to a while new level. 

o Action # 1: approach every networking meeting, event, forum, or conference on ideas with 
the intent to move beyond talking to real action. Ask the questionÓ What can I do 
tomorrow?Ó rather than, ÒWhat should be done?Ó  

o Action # 2: ObamaÕs campaign showed that small is bigÑ plan each week or month to give 
$5.00 to someone making a difference (instead of buying that coffee or beer?!). I t will 
matter! 

 
Workshop Presenters  

o Aaron Ray and Amy Pearl, Springboard Innovation, www.springboardinnovation.org 
o What would it take to live in a city that fosters, nurtures, and supports social and 

environmental innovation? If youÕve tried to start a nonprofit , get a grant, work with the city 
code systems, get volunteers, or try something new, you know that sometimes it feels like 
youÕre banging your head into a wall. We donÕt have time for those who could help us to get 
up to speed on their own, so weÕre creating a new Citywide Model for Social InnovationÑ
one that takes into account all the areas (legal, financial, space, media, everything) that we 
all need to be more supportive of our work. WeÕll unveil the six elements weÕve identified 
that are needed to support change projects, and then develop an action plan for how to 
move it forward. Join us. 

o David Johnson and Leonard Barrett, Transit ion PDX, www.transitionpdx.org 
o TransitionPDX looks to support, to network and train the neighborhoods of the Port land 

metro area as they implement the Transit ion model. This emboldens communities to look 
peak oil and climate change squarely in the eye and unleash the collective genius of their 
own people to transform their communit ies to cope with these challenges. 

o Resources - 
!  1.   www.transitionpdx.org 
!  2.   The Transit ion Handbook by Rob Hopkins 
!  3.   www.transitionus.org 

o Actions - 
!  1.   Attend the once a month Transit ion Neighborhood meeting (see website) 
!  2.   Attend the once a month Transit ion Handbook Study group (see website) 

o Josh Hilsdon and John Sorenson, SunNE, sunnysideneighborhoodenergy.wikispaces.com 
o Sara Garrett, motiveSpace, www.motivespace.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


